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Lamorinda continues to be attractive with,
BART access and highly rated schools. The real
estate markets in Oakland, Berkeley, and Pied-
mont have continued to be active, so there has
been some spillover effect where buyers are
willing to make longer commutes in order to
find more affordable housing. Of course, Lam-
orinda and affordable housing is also subject to
interpretation.

We also continue to see a lot of buyers in
Lamorinda being represented by agents based
in San Francisco and the Peninsula. Prices in
those areas have been higher for many years, so
many have sold to buy more house for less
money in Lamorinda.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes
are selling for versus their list prices. On occa-
sion, homes come on the market at unrealistic
prices and they do not sell. We also are seeing
more homes listed well below true values in the
hope it will encourage bidding wars that ulti-
mately generate a higher overall sales price. In
the first quarter of this year many homes have

Cynthia Brian sits among the flowers and
the weeds.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You
Are!® 501 c3 which was just honored as the 2024
Nonprofit of the Year by the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest
children’s picture book, Family Forever, from the series,
Stella Bella’s Barnyard Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire
Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com

had multiple offers and have sold at or above
the list price.

Of the 51 single-family home sales that
closed in Lafayette in the first quarter of 2024,
32 sold at or above the list price. In Moraga, 14
of the 17 sales sold at or above the asking price,
and in Orinda, 23 of the 33 sold at or above the
final listing price.

This will typically happen when a house
goes pending in the first two weeks on the mar-
ket. Of the 57 currently pending sales in the
three Lamorinda communities combined, 40
went pending in 14 days or less. The actual av-
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erage days on the market would be markedly
lower, but many agents are setting up marketing
plans where they market the home to the public
and to brokers and follow with an offer date in
a week or so after exposing the property to the
market pointing to a high likelihood of a contin-
ued trend in homes selling above the asking
price.

In the detached home category in the first
quarter of 2024, the average sale price in
Lafayette was 102.7% of the final asking price.
In Moraga it was 102% and in Orinda it was
103% .

Eliminated

* Drainage

* Retaining Walls

Drainage Systems

e Standing Water Problems

e Sump Pump Service,
Repairs & Replacement

Inspections & Reports
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McDonnell

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Nursery
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Flowers ¢ Trees ¢ Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Garden Decor *

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

House Plants ¢ Gifts






